CHAPTER 11

Copyrighting, Distributing and Publishing Your Dissertation

Registering the Copyright of Your Dissertation

Registering the copyright of your dissertation is not a requirement of the Graduate
School. Because the decision to register the copyright varies considerably among
departments and individuals, it is important to discuss the advantages and disadvantages
of copyright registration with members of your dissertation committee. It is
recommended that you insert an unnumbered copyright page after the Title Page (and
Frontispiece, if included) of your dissertation. If you choose to register the copyright,
you must submit a certified check or money order (with no expiration date), made out to

PQIL at your post-defense meeting to pay for your copyright registration.

Use of Copyrighted Materials in Your Dissertation

It is important to give careful attention to any copyrighted material that you use in
your dissertation. Whenever you quote copyrighted material, it is important to abide by
the “fair use” doctrine or obtain written permission from the copyright owner to

reproduce the material. More information on copyright can be found at:

U.S. Copyright Office
www.loc.gov/copyright

University of Michigan Copyright Information
www.copyright.umich.edu
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If you require permission from the copyright owner, remember to ask for
permission for yourself and for your publisher (e.g., ProQuest/UMI or others). Be sure
you retain complete documentation of every instance for which you have received
permission to use copyrighted material in your dissertation. Also remember that, as the
author, you are the one responsible for obtaining permission and that you are also

responsible for any damages arising from copyright violation.

Distributing Your Dissertation Within the University

The unbound copy of your dissertation that you submit to OARD at your Post-
Defense meeting will be microfilmed, bound, and forwarded to your department/program
office. The bound copy from the bindery will be placed within the University’s Graduate
Library. You will need to make additional copies of your bound dissertation if your
department asks you to provide them an extra copy, or if you decide to distribute copies

to your committee, family, or friends.

Publishing Your Dissertation

It is a requirement of the Rackham School of Graduate Studies that every doctoral
dissertation and abstract be published. Candidates meet this requirement through
Publication by ProQuest/UMI. You will need to sign an agreement with ProQuest/UMI
to make your dissertation available on microfilm. ProQuest/UMI will, in turn, make the
necessary arrangements for (a) publishing the abstract in Dissertation Abstracts
International www.umi.com ; (b) preparing a negative microfilm copy of the
dissertation; and (c) depositing positive microfilm copies in the University Graduate
Library. This arrangement does not prevent you from later publishing your dissertation
in parts or in its entirety. You may also file a request with ProQuest/UMI to register the
copyright for the dissertation in your name and at your expense. This optional copyright
registration request is included in the publication agreement form. Once your dissertation

has been microfilmed, it will be bound and sent to your department.

14



