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Seminar Description

Thisinterdisciplinary doctoral seminar will examine strategies for strengthening higher
education for adiverse democracy. It will provide multiple perspectives on the changing
context of diversity and democracy, several strategiesfor their integration in higher
education, and specific initiatives for advancing this purpose in the research university. It
will include discussion of competing visions of higher education in a democratic society,
pedagogies for civic education and community learning, civic renewal at the University
of Michigan, and institutional change in higher education. Prominent speakers and
resource persons will be invited to address special topics.
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Assignments
Short Papers

Write three short papers in which you critically discuss atheme from each of the first three major
topics of the seminar.

The assignment isto synthesize and refer to specific readings, organize your thoughts, and make
aspecific point. The attached list of guiding questions might help in the formulation of themes.

Each short paper should be 5-7 double-spaced typewritten pages and is due at the final session
scheduled for that topic: January 27, February 17, March 16.



Term Paper Option

Instead of short papers, you may choose to prepare a single term paper on atopic related to the
seminar. 15-18 double-spaced typewritten pages, due April 20.

If you choose this option, please prepare a 1-2 page proposal, including your proposed purpose,
methodology, significance, and relevance to the seminar. The proposal is due February 3.

Student-L ed Discussions

Student-led discussions are scheduled for the concluding session for each of the first three major
topics: January 27, February 17, March 16.

Working in small groups, you will facilitate a discussion that addresses course content, raises
additional questions, and strengthens our mutual learning.

Each student will share facilitative responsibilities for at least two sessions. Facilitation may
include presentations, roundtables, experiential exercises, or other creative learning activities.

Campus or community resource persons may be invited to discuss special topics.

Strategiesfor | nstitutional Change

Working in small groups, you will formulate and propose a specific strategy for institutional
change in one of the final sessions on April 13 or 20.

On March 9 we will generate alist of potential strategies, set priorities, and form groups around
selected ones.

Brown versus Board of Education

The University of Michigan will mark the 50" anniversary of the Supreme Court decision in the
case of Brown versus Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas in conjunction with the MLK
Symposium through a number of campus events described in www.umich.edu/brown50 and
www.mlksymposium.umich.edu

As part of the seminar, we ask you to join with afew other students, attend at |east one event,
discussits relevance for our work, and prepare a brief report at the seminar.

Please attend one of the following:

January 12 6:00 p.m. Conversation with the Brown Sisters
January 15 4:30 p.m. Nuestra Educacion: Mendez vs. Westminster
January 19 10:00 am. Lani Guinier MLK Keynote Lecture
January 19 2:00 p.m. Christopher Edley 50 Y ears Brown vs. Board

Also please attend some part of the following:

January 25 1-7 p.m. Redefining Diversity Conference



Education for Diver se Democracy Barry Checkoway
Rackham 575 Patricia Gurin
Winter 2004 Earl Lewis

Some Guiding Questions

|. Competing Visions of Democr acy and Diver sity

What is meant by education for diverse democracy?

Conflict of Visions

According to Sowell, what are the major contrasts between constrained and unconstrained
visons? How are these contrasts applicable to higher education?

Common Unity/Individual Rights & Pluralist/Group Rights

What are the mgjor fault lines as historical precursors in the United States to our current struggle
with the compatibility of diversity and democracy? Who are the Federalists and Jeffersonians of
modern United States?

Parker argues that neither the liberal/enlightenment/individual rights conception of democracy
nor the communitarian/Jeffersonian conception of democracy fits the demands of contemporary
ethnically/pluralist societies. What do you think about this?

What are the most important controversiesin a*“community unity” versus “pluralistic” vision of
democracy? How do these visions affect capacities of diverse societies around the world to
utilize democratic practices?

Under what conditions does diversity seem the most problematic for democracy?

Aristotelian Conception —Does |t Help?

Saxonhouse argues that the controversies surrounding diversity and democracy were important in
ancient Greece. How did Plato and Aristotle deal with these, and how are their arguments
relevant to modern societies struggled with democracy?

Pitkin/Shumer and Dietz devel op the critical issuesin Aristotle’ s conception of how democracy
works. Graff arguesthat conflict is also healthy for an intellectually vibrant education. How do
you seetherole of conflict in preparation for citizenship in a diverse democracy?



Thinking across these readings, how are visions of diversity and democracy expressed in higher
education? In the classroom by the implicit assumptions that students bring and by the
pedagogies faculty frequently employ? In faculty governance?

What vision of democracy will work for ustoday? And in the academy?

I1. Rolesof Higher Education in Diver se Democr acy

How has higher education’ s role in the building and sustaining a diverse democracy changed
since the end of the 19" century?

Why has the debate become so divisive over the last twenty-five years? Isthisonly the result of
the conflict of visions?

Historical Perspectives

What factors led the federal government in the 19" century to generate educational opportunities
for large segments of the population, including the building of universities? Was this opening of
institutions linked to creating a diverse democracy?

What led to the creation of same race and same sex institutions?

How did the nation respond to the sizable influx of immigrants from Europe? Were they folded
into the diverse democracy through access to higher education?

Access and | deology

Isit possible to remove or corral race’s place in American life? |s educational diversity a public
good?

What accounts for the conflicting visions of America described in the books by Levine and
Bloom? Can higher education simultaneously impoverish the souls of American students and
open their minds?

Is diversity in the classroom important? If so, for whom?

Diversity and L eader ship

It has been argued that providing access to the most selective schools and colleges is about
training the next generation of leaders. Do you agree with this argument?

How has atest, first designed to expand access, become a symbol of blocking access and thus
other opportunities? What did the creators of standardized tests hope to accomplish?

What do the recent Supreme Court decisions tell us about the future of higher education in the
United States? Can we glean from those opinions different pathways for achieving adiverse
democracy? Arethey equally valuable pathways?

Who benefits from creating racially and ethnically diverse educational settings? Isanyone
harmed?

[11. Pedagogiesfor Diver se Democracy

Competencies

What competencies are needed for active citizen participation in a diverse democracy?



Pedagogies

What pedagogies are available to prepare people for active participation — that goes beyond
community service to civic engagement - in a diverse democracy? What are the leading curricular
and cocurricular approaches? What do we know about the effects of such approaches?

What forms of scholarship have potential to involve and develop communities?

What types of curricula and courses enhance education for diverse democracy, e.g., service
learning? What are the effects of service learning on students and communities? Does service
learning affect civic engagement and, if so, how?

What cocurricular activities complement such curricula - e.g., intergroup relations — and with
what effects?

What “greater expectations’ do Schneider and her colleagues have for higher education as aresult
of changesin American society? What do they expect in terms of scholarship, teaching, and
engagement?

Defense of the Canon

How do these pedagogies contrast with traditional ideas of liberal education and discipline-based
education? What arguments do critics use to defend the canon?

V. Strategiesfor Institutional Change

What strategies and structures will support institutional change for education for diverse
democracy?

What are the barriersto ingtitutional change, and how can they be overcome? What forces limit
and facilitate such strategies, and what lessons can be learned from them?

What are some ways of increasing involvement of the faculty in thistype of work, e.g., reward
structure, cultural changes? What issues arise in efforts to involve the faculty?

What next steps might the University of Michigan take to influence institutional change?



